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ONCE LOWLY OFFICE BOY NOW A PRIZE TO FIGHT FOR
Of Course It's the War
That Mas Caused the
Scarcity and Enables
the Ambitious Lad tb
Choose His Own Job
Nowadays

In all Industrial nnJ
NOTHING history quite

the changed status
4f the I'.'V.

Once a necessary nuisance, the butt
pf humor. Ivdc'vlled, berated and 111

rild, ' e y a prize to be fought
cr I'.v rlvnl employers, a person of
ccn?eliieK' to l wheedled, cajoled

tempted with bribes, a social prob-',t- m

and a spoiled darling.
It may Is? added that well he knows

It.
Careless business firms that used to

let the ofllce loy gp when he asked for
more money or got too deeply Interested
In the movie show on the block or
7sed" the boss; firms that parted
ulth him serene In the confidence that

were nhvaya plenty more Just as
good, or as bad, woke up with a Jolt
this fall. There aren't any boy to be
tad,

Look over the columns of want, ad
vertlsemcnts and note the appeals for
boys olllcc boys, apprentices, helpers.
Junior clerks, messengers. Sometimes
they run as high as twelve columns of
closely set type in a Sunday and
nmetlmc.4 they drop to eight columns.

But the advertisements wherein a
"trlsht young man with high school
education, good penman, ambitious,
lets forth his desire for a place with a
good tlrm. small salary to start with,
have gone. The demand exceeds the
supply by hundreds, and It Is Insat-
iable.

The shortage began to be noted In
January. It grew worse slowly, even
in summer. When school opened It
became acute.

The answer Is the same as that to all
the other riddles such ns. Why does
tread cost more? Why can't I have u
blue suit this fall? What has become
of the Imported beer? It's the same old
answer, monotonous In Its constant
iteration:

The war.
Pome ono said the other day that

the ofllce boy was about to take his

HI 'UHL MI..

assumes rightful
place In the limbo of forgotten things
along with the dinosaur and tho dodo.
Superficially that seemed to bo true.
Lawyers nnd railroad executives and
department store managers and such
screed renllly enough with the theory
that the of the ofllce boy was
becoming extinct. Therefore nn In-

vestigation was started to ascertain
why such a thins should be.

The Investigation did not go very far
before it became apparent that there
are Just as many boys now as there
ever were, perhaps a few more. And
Just as many or perhaps a few moro
are t irk.ng. Also thero aro probably
Jut as many working In offices, super-fi- r

i, appearances to the contrary
But, and this Is the

real pswer. there are so many moro
Join for boys that the supply won't
go round. Tho Inevitable result Is
that the boys ure picking nnd choosing
thf-i- y 'is Instead of standing In line,
ha's in hand, a dozen for each va-
cancy

Their favored choices Just now aro
VV Street and the munition plants.

T r. nro many men In New York
hit acquaintance with the boy mar- -

lirst hand and fairly complete.
T'ih an ncree that never before had
the t ry from 14 years upward such
chavos as now. And unanimously
thf iihcrlbo it to the war brides.

v McConaughey is manager of
tl'C rmploymnt bureau conducted by
th nttal Branch of the Young Men's
C' r ,,in Association In Brooklyn. Ills

' t in Wya nnd his knowlodgo of
t' nil t ns ii'garUIng tho demand for
tt.c r m rvicra Is unexcelled.

'I" i s In u pleasant ofllce in tho
git,!' new building In Hanson place,
J'r' i r, all day long. Strings of
v.' , . i im! hang on n patent
h. , r iU ),is joft. These cards aro
t'' i ids of Jobs to be filled. In an

'' j room a dozen young fellow.i
if between 14 and !!5, nil ohvl-fc- J

s'iPhed up for tli occasion, sit
t'r 'V nround tho walls, fidgeting

" ir hats. In another room are
' c tho same. They nil want

v

one they enter tho smaller
cM answer searching but kindly
i it i,oI;m to tho uninitiated

nvint a K l ileal of unem- -
I ;intl iin much was ruggested
' M M onatlghey.

"No, that's merely because you're
not used to this work." ho replied.
"Why, we can't find half enough
young fellows ior tho Jobs that are
open."

And Indeed the multicolored cards
did far outnumber the applicants.

"As to ofllce' boys," he went on, "we
get 150 calls a day from the best firms
In New Tork, firms whose names are
synonyms for high standing, respecta-
bility and opportunity. They are beg-
ging for boys, and it wo are able to
find three or four boys a day for these
150 Jobs we are doing very well, we
think.

"Where the office boy used to be paid
IS or 16 a week, now he Is offered t'
or J!. They aren't, to bo had. that's
nil. Take Wall Street, for example.
Million share days down there mean
lots of business, nnd that means lots
of messenger work, errands nnd odd
Jobs. I can't give specific examples,
but suppose a firm used to have one

He his place

genus

ofllce boy. Now It has, wo will say,
three, anil It wants one or two more.

"If the boy is a few years older, say
18 or 20. and can write a fair hand
nnd mnybo add a column of figures
ho is in Just as great demand. He can
hire out as a Junior clerk, which Is a I

kind of sublimated otllco boy, at tho
start with very little more pay, say
IS to 110, But It may lead to any-

thing if the boy lias It In him.
"In all my experience 1 never saw

anything llko tho demand for boys
which exists Are there still
chances for the boy to advance? There
nre. TJio opportunities for tho boy
never were hotter In nil our history
than right now.

"Why are boys so hard to find?
Well, I know one or two reasons and
I can conjecture nnother, I know that
offlco boy and Junior clerk Jobs have
multiplied many fold In tho financial
district and In dozens of Industries
and mercantile lines, stimulated by our
present prosperity, which of course
largely due to the war. Second, the
munition plants aro taking toys, not
so many now no they were, but still
they nre employing In tho aggregate
a great number, even right In New
York.

"They want n few Just plain office
boys, of course. Then tho boys who
aro a llttlo huskier can work as

through tho maohliK's. ami
mechanics who paid by the piece.

"Wo do not urgo boys or young men
to tako Jobs in these plants, hut
nothing offers wo them

quite good, be compelled to put the
Viys ot work. That Is a thing I enn-ti- ot

le sure about, but It seems logical
to me. It seems to me that In such
times the Hoard of Education and
other authorities would do well to .hold
tho bars as high as possible to keep as
many boys In school aa they can. It
may hamper employers Just now, but
it will help the boys themselves later
on In life If any such Influence can be
exerted properly."

If there la one man In Netw Tork
who knows as much about the boy
market as Mr. McConaughey, it Is
John C. Turner, superintendent of
messengers for the American District
Telegraph Company, who hires be-
tween 4.000 and 5,000 of them a year,
In order to keep a working force on
hand of from 1,200 to 1,400.

He Is getting a new gray hair each
day trying to scratch up boys. They
ore so hard to get that the company
hns been obliged to curtail IJs messen-
ger servlco In order to handle the
Western Union telegrams, which natu-
rally cannot be neglected. Mr. Turner
Isn't telling for publication how many
more boys he could use. but he makes
It plain that it a good, round num-
ber.

"For fifteen years I've been making
a specialty of boys," he said, "and In
all that time, fat years and lean. I

ZIGZAGGIN' WITH WOODROW IN THE UPLIFT CAUSE
T
stuff,
prlts.

By LIND C. DOYLE, JR.
'VE been readln'," said Mr. Fln- -

"the orations at Shadow
Ijiwn. Wudthrow Is great

Himself the boy for Jew des-The- y

sound fine, but for the
meanln" lv thlm, I can't get next nor
nigh thlm. 'Tls truth I'm tellin' ye.

"Whin I hear that s'clety Is organ-Izl- n'

ltelf to understand Itself, faith.
I'm uplifted, but not enlightened. If
lvry big business man Is a pote at
heart (an' I dlnnau If he Is or not) I
wisht Carnegie's penshun fund wud
sing me a lov song. Nawthln' mat-trier-

barrln' the vital stuffs lv life.
Who's the vital stuffs? ltedtleld nn'

i Da ny Iris, I'll lie thlnkln'. An' for why
are they vital? Ye can frisk me.

"The smell iv plum puddln' may
wake great emoshuns, but I'd rather
taste corned beef an' cabbage. If Nellie
Finnegan tried to feed meself wld the
smelrt lv the dinner, I'd have a great
rmoshun she'd not like, believe you
me.

"Whin tho Wilson an' Marshall Nat-
ural Club Iv Sriuankum was

wld cold feet they med up a
cheap uplift oxcurshun to Shadow
Lawn. (There's nawthln' like uplift
for chilblains. 'Tls recommended to
euro coughs, too. I wonder does Col.
House use It for that?) So Wudthrow
makes wan Iv his great spaehes to tho
Squankum Chllblalners.

" 'Fellow pathrlots,' he. 'Fel-
low chllblalners,' ho says, plntln' wld
his right hand to the arch nbove,
'as our spiritual 'vision gazes back,' he
says, tho untrod path lv the
fuchurc,' he says, 'It beholds the foot-
prints,' says Wudthrow, 'iv an unhid-
den hand,' he says.

" 'Hprree, whoop!' yells the
Natural Gassers. 'Wonderful!' they
howls, throwin' up their hats.

"'This man Huge-es- ,' goes on Wud
throw, wld hia well known sob, 'goes
through mo terrible,' says he. 'For
why does he go knockln' me ncksbuns,'
says he, 'Instead of ncceptln' me words
llko a man?' axes Wudthrow, trium-
phant like. The past is behind us, an'
the present Is wld us,' says he, 'till
March fourth nnnywny,' snys he, 'an'
'tis indlllycate for to talk about thlm,'
says he.

" 'But, oh, fellow citizens.' says he.
'lavo us, wld forward-reachln- " vision,
tlx our gaze,' says he, 'on the Indefinite
possibilities Iv the gloryus fuchure,'
says he, 'purgln' our hearts iv lvry
personal an' selfish thought,' says he,
sweatln' wid his great emoshuns.

"'Will ye look ot this man Huge-es- ,'

says he. 'Phwut did. he Iter do that he
said he wouldn't?' says Wudthrow.
'Him nn' his whiskers.' says tho serene
soul, wld burnln' contlmpt. 'On'y for
me since lv Jewty, which same Is

says he, gcttln' red In the face,
'I'd resign and lave yo go to the dlvle,
Iltige-c- s an nil,' says ne. 'iiut i can- -

helpers around tho plants nl goon pay. t)0t. I cannot! Alas, me poor coun-I- f
the boy knows nnythlng about ma- - thry,' says he, wld a storm lv sobs ns

chlncry, even tho rud.mcntnry linowl- - he contlmplates tho nwful prospect,
edge It takes to operate an nutomatlo 'Wo must bate this man Huge-es- ,'

lathe, and If he looks strong enough, i says he, conthrollln himself bravely.
ho can puss himself for n mechanic nnd 'if yo llllct me la a side Issue Wilson
make his J3.50 a day. If ho Is 20 or on the side,' says he, 'but wo must bato
22 he can becomo n production clerk. Huge-cM- ,' says he. 'Fwhat the nashun
The dutlcH of a production clerk nro requires,' says he, 'Is high Idayles, low
simply to count, the work as It comet) .visibility, nn' open mind, nn' mnrl ver
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Is tho place lv understnndln'?' 'I din
nnu, Wudthrow, placln' his hand
on his henrt an' rowlln' up his to

along. And. of courso, many or them heaven.
high tempnrnry p.iy to lower i "'Wilson forlver!' yells the Chll-wag-

nnd better for a llfo hlalners.
career, hui'Ii ns somo of the lino New' '"As for Huge-es- ,' goes on Wilson,
York offer. 'I'll very frankly axe him For

"Now, na to conjecture; I would why don't In tell the. Dutchmen that
venture to say many ' f ir a wni votes for him he'll

In the general prosperity, hnvo dare war on Germany?' he axes, rtou-bee- n

enabled tn keep their boys in blln' his lists an' cllnchln' his teeth,
who might, If tlmen were not 'lnve him put up or shut up,' says the

A question of supply and demand.

never saw anything like conditions as
they are now.

"Let ma tell you what happens every
day. It would be funny If it weren't
so darned ezasperaUng, I take on a
bunch of boys, say forty or fifty every
Monday, If they are to be had. Well,
I get their shoes shtned and their
hair brushed and their faces washed.
Also I fix them up in a newly pressed
uniform, and put them to work.

"That's 9 o'clock. At noop the like-Ite- st

looking one of the bunch KbacV
here.

" 'What Is ItT I ask him, but I know
without asking.

'"I'm through,' he say.
'"What's the matter?'
"'Nothln'. I got a better Job.'

'How?'
" 'Well, I took a message over there

to the Hudson Terminal Dulldln', and
one of these railroad supply fellows
says to me, "Don't you want n Jib,
son?" 'An' he tells me what he'll pay.
an' its easy work, an' I'm goln' to quit
an take It.'

"Before the day's over that llttlo
scene will be repeated many times,
and by the end ot the week I am wny
short again. I'm supplying boys to
the whole of New Tork. Thnt's one

Treatment Chilblains Given Shadow Lawn Suggests Moving Picture
Administration Action, Showing How Many Different

Things Single Statesman May Be. Turn

"Danyiels Redfield mournfully, remains
Baltimore platform."

scholar In pollytlcks. 'or I'll ate the
face off hint,' says he.

"'Hurroo!' yells the Chllblalners, an'
back they goes to Squankum, nil lv
thlm uplifted an a manny inuch d.

"Thin Wudthrow calls In McCor- -

"Fwhat that's wantln'T axes

snys .wld
whero- - shall ginywine no

wisdom lo found?' nays, uplift,' eys

says
eyes

prefer
chances

llrm this.

that families,

school,

my troubles. At other when
business Is not so good, you can't keep
"cm nwny from here.

"It's war business, of course, either
directly aa through the munitions
plants or through firms
whose business has leaped up aa re-

sult of the general
"Lots of my older and bigger boys

hnvo taken Jobs In the Brooklyn mu-
nitions plants or Jersey or even
up in Bridgeport. They make maybe

18 week pulling truck around the
floor or packing things in Out
of that they can away from horns
nnd pay board and still be ahead, un-

less they at the top of our service,
that Is, In the be9t paying offices, where
the runs are short and the messages
frequent.

"I see many evidences of When
times are a little hard I
have to get after the boys for wearing
bad shoes or going without overcoats.

' 'Now, look here, Frank,' I begin,
'you huvc a fairly good run. You
making J10 week. What's the reason
you don't get pair of shoes? You
get your feet every day In those
things wearing, and first thing
you know you'll be sick and lose
week's work.'

a
in

in ,

an' comes in beat-in- ' the
iv the

s.iys he, 'adults fifteen clnts,' he says,
'.in' nnygurs nn' kids ut tho half lv It,'
Vance says wld look Iv triumph.

"'But think iv tho Insight
a man must havo to wrlto the play,'
say.s Wudthrow lookln' lnthrested.

"'Bill llrinn cud do It,' says Vance.
mlck. 'Vance, snys he, 'can Bill Stono 'lle'.s iieon In the show business all his
double cross the Dutch vote, wldout life Vnnco says.
twistln' the mouth that's on him "'Would he do it, think yer axes
worser nor It Is? he axes. I Wudthrow, glanoln' at cocked hat

" ' "Tls truth I'm tellin' ye,' says h.mgln' over tho ftreplaco,
Vance. They'll not swnlly the dosoi "'iVon't ho rent out the
wldout we can howld their nose,' says rights at State dinners whin he was
Vance, gloomy like. , Soo'tery?' axes Vance. 'He's a fnm'ly

"'Alas, I feared as much,' says tho lo provide for. He'd do It If we paid
great neuter mind, 'but I'd bo In dread )iim, believe you me,' Vanco says.
lit tn llllrkahim will all me Issues ti. itt nin i.. .

like this. 'snys Wudthrow. r,,l"t'rs
put more punch in uie campaign, uoi Aristotle,' says he, to Joo Danyiels,'
you see to that,' says the neuter mlndj ;lys ho wld glnywlno enthusiasm.
scrntchln' Its nose.

Is It
Vance.

"'Uplift,' Wudthrow, a
s'lllltv.' savs ho. 'Oh. lomv IV concern, i an ye

he where thlnkln' iv e'er a lv

of times,

Indirectly
a

prosperity.

In

a a
boxes.
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'Bind for tho says Wudthrow,
'an' we'll this
plan for tn uplift,' .ays he, 'an' dignify,'
s.'iyx he, 'our pollytlcklo methods,' says
Wudthrow.

'So Houso coughs up, Brlno writes
he, 'that will not bo riskin anny i tho play, an' they have n rehearsal De

votes?' he axes. furo a select bunch lv dcservln' Dim- -
" 'Did ye Ivcr think Iv showin' In the i mycrnts an' vital stiffs.

movle-K?- ' axes Vance. "Well, sorr, that play was a wonder
"'I dlnnau,' says the 'Bill for wnkln' grent emoshuns,' lvry

f
Brine med a heap Iv dough whin he sober deservln' dlmmycrat hold bin
done his turns bechune tho Neapolitan breath, lvry II vo minutes they'd carry
Troubadours an' Senrs the Taffy Man,' out u vital stiff, Bobbin' llko u schooK

'But liow'd wo work thl.i master runnin for ofllce, Dlvll a man
thing?' he axes. cud have done Xh Job betther nor

"'We'll photygraft the Admlnlstrn- - Brine nt the price. I wasn't there
shun In action,' says Vance, 'We'll meself, but I'm towld t'w.is like this:
show It,' says Vance, 'at popllar price,' I "Act Wnn: Wudthrow was dlscov- -

"Then he explains that his brother !

Is studying to be n dentist or a lawyer,
or taking a course at the City College
because he's the smart one of the fam-
ily, and he and his other brothers nre
giving up all the money they can
scrape together to help. Nowadays
there Is very litis of that sort of thing.
Brother stilt Is studying for dentist,
but the whole family, including father
and sisters, have been steadily em-
ployed now for a year or maybe two
years, a thing they never experienced
before. They are rolling In compara-
tive affluence. They have decent shoes
nil around and money enough for the
student as well.

"I watch the advertisements for
boys, and I notice that employers who
because of their and the ad-
vantages they offer used to have their
pick ot the boys have been hard
pressed. I see their advertisements
week after week, and I've watched
their offers go up from $5 a week In
some cases to ft. And still the ad-

vertisements are In the papers. If
those people can't get boya what
chnnce has the little fellow?

"The drop In Immigration may have
something to do with It, Indirectly. Of
course, the boy Just over who can't
speak English Is no good to us or to
moat firms. But he can do certain
rough Jobs and thus fill vacancies that

of

spiritual

riparian

Colonel,'

upllfter,

standing

ered his regl'terln' an' registers Wilson gets crasn.
(Sen.a- - a red i glass the c surprise

stiffs.) (Ap- - aloud. nfarcst trcoptause.) He talks some more. (Cheers.)
Ho goes to a dtctyphnne. He dictates
an ultymatum. (Thunders Iv

He takes from the ma-
chine an' swllys wid a heroic n'.r.
(Cries of 'Brav-vo- ! This Is the true
cur'go lv the turrlble mnn wid the
calm eye!')

"Danyiels an' Bedfleld comes In,
mournfully benrln' the remains lv the
Baltimore platform. Slow music. The
bass drum sobs gently. Then silence,

leave where the breeze rustles softly In
lledfleld's pink whiskers. Danylels's
gaiters registers profound thought as ,

he hands nn nx to wudthrow.
"His nibs tucks up his .sleeves an'

spits on hl.s hands. (I.oud cheers.)
He splits up the plank nn'

U'rows In the fire. npplause.
Cries lv 'You're alt right, Woody")
He tho canal toll plnnk.
(Cheers from the stiffs, hisses fr'm tho
Dlmmycrats.) Thin he cops out the
civil service plank nn' makes
toothpicks. The dcservln" Dlmmy-
crats near tore down the roof
rl'teous dlmonstrnt-huns- , three
vital stiffs nn' Ossy Vlllard had be
fanned.

"Thin come the free trade plank.
the first blow the ed'tor Iv tho .uvnin' three,

Wudthrow I surprise.
Arnyirasnun

a j

nIn
carried on a stretcher.

"Wudthrow
DImmy

at
The ba

n stiff drink

Tableau, i

Kmm,VVV&

Ossy noftly a
Bed fire. Curtain.

"Act Two: Mexlcnn plain, Vllly
up Columbus. Carranzy In

nt Cnrrys-nll- . American dead
lyln' In underbrush. Wudthrow In

strained attychood lv watchful wait-in- '.

"Carranzy the American
flag. Wudthrow registers
shakes linger. Carranzy spits on

flag. Wudthrow puts his hands In
his pockets registers hesitation.
Curranzy a dozen lv I'erlshln's
troops. Wudthrow folds his

pride. The plays 'Bally
Hound the Flag,'

"'Hurrah!' yells vital stiffs.
'Ain't he kep o' war!' they
yells, embracln' other.

"Knter the Noo eonf'reneo.
The Greasers registers

pints to Perlshln'. The American
gone wrong on me We must i,man mind.' I d'1,'5nte?

have
apology axes

he says.

At

to a drink. The
Mexicans takes highbrows wld
n bit lv Dlmycrat Congress water on

side. They demands a saloot for
the Mexlcnn flag. S.iloot tired. Band

'Hall, Columby.'
'Tho registers Injured Inny-cenc- o

proJu!ccn a
nity. Amerlrans registers caution

marlts the bill 'Present Novlm-bc- r
R.'

"Knter Uncle readln' the
npproprla-shun- s Iv last Congress, '

Ho registers Tho Amerlcnn
dlllygates registers benevolence,
touches him on pocket, pints
to Carranzy, Uncle Sam registers
swift kick. dlllygates retires wld I

now, perhaps, are drawing the boys
we could use,"

But In Mr. Turner's opinion, all
Is not an unmixed blessing for the boy.
Courted by merchant, lawyer, doctor,
chief, pampered beyond anything In

experience, paid better than ever
before, his wages raised he shows
the slightest signs of discontent, he is
Inevitably being spoiled.

"Nothing satisfies them any more,"
Mr. Turner comments. "They are
restless. They drift from Job to
another, no reason at all

they like change, being boys, and
irresponsible. They pester me Inces-
santly with demands to be transferred
from this district to that, and If I
can't oblige they quit and go to work
elsewhere.

"Ot course, that's good them.
I'm glad to see boys getting good
money and goed chances, but among
the valuable aay
ran learn are perseverance, stability,
thoroughness. They're too Independent
Just to acquire those virtues."

"They might do worse than be
a while, the superintendent

believes. In the place, practically
all clerks and operators are re-

cruited from the ranks of the messen-
gers. from among the operators
are recruited managers, and from
the branch managers, the chief oper-
ators, department managers, and
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but
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stnmps

London
Indlgnnshun

except

things

"Wudthrow In white robes as
Sleepln' Beauty. He In his sleep.
(Strained attlntlon from stiffs.)
He murmurs 'Servlss Iv mankind.'

from stiffs.) Letters Iv
on the wall, 'If nnny Insults
American flag offer htm money on
spot.' Band plays 'America.' Cur-
tain.

"Act three: Scene wan. White
grounds.

malum domestic use
only.'

"Scene two. Outside Oyar-d!- n.

Noo Tork. Enter Gumshoe Bill,
Burleson an' two frlnds whose names
Gumshoe dlsremembers. Serenade,

Whacked am Itheln.' Two

grins each other. Slnltor Stone
registers secrecy, gumshoes

Gyardln. The lights out,
"After long period lv watchful

Burleson registers giny-wln- o

anxiety, and gumshoes after
Stono. Th frlnds that Gumshoe
dlsremembers silently fades nway. The
high star truth winks solemn
ly at Southern double Amid
profound silence distant clock strikes

roix tnrun up nis nunds an' r.untea. Knter Sherlock Hnpgood
Thin turns and gives cnrryln' the out Iv In the bag
pencn mow vaso laocuea ,v 80Crecv. Sher

hell lv welt nx, falls Rrabs'hin bo arm nn' pints to
thousand piece. Dock F.llot

out
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Good Wages for Boys
Who Work and More
Schooling for Somie
Who Under Other Con-

ditions Would Have to
Earn a Living

what not. A very large percentage
of the men who hold good Dosltlons
with the two great telegraph compa
nies y rose rrom the blue clad
ranks. That is a settled policy of both
corporations.

Besides, the schooling they get In
the service, the wits' sharpening drill
of their varied experiences, sUnds
them In good stead In almost every
walk In life.

"They don't always, brag about It,"
said Mr. Turner, 'though they're not
ashamed of it, either, but If war to
tell you of the bank cashiers, the de-
partment store heads, and the mem In
every business under the sun on their
own account, who began aa messen-
gers you would be astounded. Some
of them wave to me as they flit by In
their limousines on a Sunday after-
noon. They remember."

The suggestion that perhaps th
flush book had enabled
many homes to send boys to school
thts fall who normally would have
gone to work, or would have stayed at
the Jobs they took when vacation be-
gan, sounded Interesting. It may be
true, but the Board Education has
no figures tho subject.

One thing the of Education
does know, and thnt Is that it can't get
ofllce boys for Itself. One Is wanted

the City Superintendent's offices,
seven are needed the floor below,
and so on throughout the department.
The Civil Bureau sends Hats
of those to the $300 a year

but the boys who once were
so anxious for these places that they
took the examinations tor them now
send word that they are going 'to
school this year or they have better
Jobs downtown, and so on. In other
words (300 year the city payroll
does not the 1916 model ofOce
boy.

The school registration figures com
piled September 27 throw a dim ray
of light the situation. They ahow
that the high schools, which take la
most of the boys old to enter
Into the Job problem, enrolled Z.S6I
more pupils this year than last. This
In spite of the Infantile paralysis scare,
which caused decre.fso of S.60S In
the registration In the elementary

But whether the Increase la
boys or girls, the department Is

unable to say offhand. The demand
for working papers seems to be about
the same, so no help comes from that
source.
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